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South-East Region Black Belt Forum
Minutes – Friday, 9 February 2007

Attendees
D Burgemeister S MacNab I Scamp P Townsend
G Darby P O'Malley N Scamp D Tuckfield
A Duke C Owers E Scharrer P Wilson
A Maconachie D Rowley S Teys D Woods
Apologies
Batemans Bay Br. John Elliot Michael McKell Danny Ramsden G Vavasour
Mick Cowey J Kueter P Morton Julie Streeter

Meeting held at the Kaleen Sports Club, Kaleen ACT
Meeting opened at 19:35

• P Wilson read the minutes from the South-East Region Black Belt Forum of 10 November 2006
• C Owers nominated that the minutes were true and correct
• E Scharrer seconded that the minutes were true and correct

Item
no. Item and action agreed By whom By when

1

Board of Directors - Chair
P Wilson requested that a vote be held to officially elect him as
Chair of the Board of Directors.
He was informed that the matter would be referred to the
Board of Directors to be discussed at its next meeting.

Forum
Chairman March 2007

2

Advertising
D. Burgemeister inquired about the contents of the Yellow
Pages ad for the Academy.
P Wilson replied that the ad for 2007 had been reduced in size,
it contained the web site address and, as contacts, the mobile
phone numbers of P Wilson and E Scharrer.

Information Information

3 Web site
Comment was made that the web site is working well. Information Ongoing

4

Syllabus DVD
E Scharrer informed that production of the syllabus DVD has
not yet commenced and that it would happen as soon as all
concerned could arrange an appropriate date.

E Scharrer
D Rowley
M Cowey
S Teys

TBA

5

Branch assets
A Maconachie, as National Treasurer, informed CIs that a
report on branch assets, to be submitted to the Department of
Fair trading, would be called for between June and October.

Information Information

6

Insurance
Discussion - Scott Teys informed that he has a hip injury most
likely caused through training. He contacted the Academy’s
insurer to enquire if he is covered under the Academy’s
insurance policy. He was informed that he is not.
As he needs a hip operation, he queried if the Academy is
underinsured as to covering this type of event. D Rowley
questioned Scott as to whether he had filled in an injury report.
D Rowley suggested that the Academy contact an insurance
representative to discuss the matter of the Academy possibly
being underinsured.
Decision – P Wilson will contact the Academy’s insurer
requesting the attendance of a representative at the next

P Wilson 20 June 2007
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scheduled meeting to explain and discuss just what the
Academy is insured against and the possibility of extra cover.
P. Wilson reminded all to complete an Injury Record form when
the slightest of injuries occurs.
D. Rowley mentioned that money for insurance has to be
available from a branch when called for and that branches
should have the available amount on hand, as it has already
been collected when a person pays their membership.

7

New member recruitment
G Darby wants to recruit new members. He suggested:
• Chasing up old members
• Forming a demonstration group
• Going to school fetes
• Bring a friend night
• Self-defence classes.
P. Wilson suggested the use of school newsletters.
E. Scharrer suggested flyers.
A Maconachie will revamp the current national flyer and post it
on the web site for all to use.

Chief Instructors

A Maconachie

On going

ASAP

8

Under age grading to Shodan
Batemans Bay branch says that they are losing about five
students every year because under age students are not
allowed to grade to Shodan level.
G Darby spoke on behalf of the Batemans Bay branch about
how students should be allowed to grade for Shodan at age
seventeen.
A discussion about the grading age for Shodan ensued.
D Rowley referred to the Sienen Shidosha belt course for
junior students and stated that the current Shodan policy will
remain in force.

Information Information

9

Shodan grading
G. Darby commented on the rules at the last Shodan grading
and he put forward his opinion that:
• You do not grade your own students.
• Attackers are not attacking properly, for example hitting

defenders in the back when they are down.
• C Owers, as grading officer, did not referee properly when

gradee Sarah Luck went off the mat.
• He had reviewed tapes of the grading to prove this.
• C Owers, on the night of the presentation dinner, had

commented to Sarah's parents that Sarah went soft in the
boxing.

• C Owers was not to take his comments personally.
D Burgemeister added to G Darby’s statement by commenting
that the rules of a grading should be properly explained to
attackers. He also thought that C Owers had called out
techniques too quickly and that in future Shodan gradings,
since there is time, the whole grading should be taken at a
slower pace.
D Woods suggested that Dan Belts meet before a grading
begins to organise people as to who is doing what on the day
and that this would be an opportune time to explain how
attacking is to be played out.
D Rowley mentioned the cost of having an ambulance officer
on site at a Shodan grading and the cost involved.
At the last grading the Academy gave Scott Kelly, a qualified
ambulance officer and academy member, $100 for his services
on the day. Scott accepted the offer under duress stating that
as an Academy member he was only too happy to offer his
services for free. The Academy insisted that he take payment.
Realistically to have a qualified paramedic on site for a Shodan
grading the cost would be somewhere around $1500 for a day,

Shodan
Oversight

Committee

Next Shodan
Grading
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therefore D Rowley suggested that perhaps Shodan trainees
could cover some of the cost. This could possibly be included
in the Shodan course fee. All agreed.
D Rowley said that he would find out the cost of this service. D Rowley June 2007

10

Shodan re-grade
Sarah Luck's re-grade will be Friday 23 February 2007 at the
PCYC Erindale ACT and a presentation dinner is scheduled for
Saturday 24 February 2007.
G Darby enquired as to who the grading officer will be and who
would be attacking at the re-grade. An answer to this question
was not forthcoming.

Information Information

11

Shodan Oversight Committee 2007 - 2008
Committee members:
• Edward Scharrer
• David Rowley
• Simon MacNab ( backup David Tuckfield)
• Graham Darby
D. Burgemeister agreed to be the Chief Instructor to the
Shodan course.

Information Information

12

Shodan trainee nominations
Chief Instructors were asked for nominations for the next
Shodan course and were reminded that paperwork is to be in
to the Shodan Oversight Committee before a nominee can
commence training.
Canberra area Shodan trainee nominees:
• Kris Arnold
• Sam Godwin
• Chris Reynolds
• Damon Taylor
• Andrew Wright

Information Information

13

New branches
New branches:
• Scotland UK - D Rowley and E Scharrer have reviewed a

grading DVD and replied with a DVD of recommendations
on techniques

• Sawtell NSW
• Mooney Beach NSW.
P Wilson and A Maconachie both commented that they had not
received any paperwork with regard to the new NSW
branches. D. Rowley responded that he knew about these
branches. P Wilson is concerned as to whether they are
covered under the Academy’s insurance policy.

Information Information

14

Level 1 coaching
D Tuckfield handed out level 1 coaching information detailing
how people can get their certificates over the Internet.
S MacNab said it could be an alternative to going through the
current system of written correspondence.
It is time for members, if they have not already done so, that
did their basic first aid certificate three years ago to do an
update course.

Dan Belts ASAP

15

General
• P Wilson gave the date of the Kaleen Junior Seminar as

10 March 2007.
• D Rowley reminded chief instructors not to forget about the

Leonie Corey trophy for junior students and to give them
encouragement. Nominations for this trophy are to be
submitted before October 2007.

• E Scharrer mentioned the Annual National Seminar survey
forms. He will collate them and sort out the information.

Dan Belts

E Scharrer

30 September
2007

Meeting closed at 21:46


