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Junior Black Belt 
Sempai 

 

1. Entitlements 2. Restrictions 

 

Junior Black Belt Junior grade that is senior to a junior 1
st
 Kyu Brown Belt 

Sempai Title of seniority 
 

The holder of the rank of Junior Black Belt is a junior assistant instructor entitled to instruct under 

guidance. With this rank come limited rights, obligations and responsibilities of an instructor. 

There is an expectation by the Academy that a Junior Black Belt will make a commitment to 

complete a Shodan course and grade to Shodan rank at the first opportunity after that Junior Black 

Belt’s 18
th

 birthday. 

1. Entitlements 

1.1 A Junior Black Belt may: 

1.1.1 provide Academy martial art instruction, under direct supervision of an eligible Dan 

Belt, up to and including senior 1
st
 Kyu Brown Belt with black bar 

1.1.2 be referred to as Sensei, when instructing 

1.1.3 wear a White Belt with a black stripe. 

1.2 Use the title of Sempai. 

1.3 Receive a Junior Black Belt certificate of certification. 

1.4 Hold office on and a right of vote at a Branch Committee. 

2. Restrictions 

2.1 Limited to the role of assistant instructor. 

2.2 A Junior Black Belt is ineligible to: 

2.2.1 provide Academy martial art instruction except under direct supervision of a Dan 

belt 

2.2.2 attend a Shodan grading 

2.2.3 witness, in any form, a Shodan grading  

2.2.4 grade a student at any level 

2.2.5 attend a meeting above branch level. 

2.3 A Junior Black Belt will not, under any circumstances, be allowed to hold: 

2.3.1 primary charge or responsibility for a branch of the Academy 

2.3.2 a position of: 

2.3.2.1 Chief Instructor 

2.3.2.2 Instructor 

2.3.2.3 office above branch level 

2.3.3 a right of vote above branch level. 
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